
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Governor Schweitzer     
Joe Maurier 
 
 
 
 
 
Governor Schweitzer and Director Maurier, 
 
Please consider this letter relative to the on-going settlement discussions with the some 13 
plaintiff groups in the wolf delisting court case. It is our understanding that Montana FWP is 
currently engaged in negotiating settlement terms with respect to delisting and managing wolves 
in the state of Montana with these plaintiffs.   
 
It has become increasingly clear that many of the groups involved in these negotiations are not 
interested in a return of wolves to state wildlife management.  The fact that sportsmen and farm 
and ranch folks have not been invited to the table to participate in such discussions is also of 
serious concern. As you can appreciate, a public comment period after the terms of “settlement” 
have been negotiated does little to address the deficiencies of not being included in such 
discussions in advance. Further it basically offers a “take it our leave it” appeasement to those 
excluded from the negotiations. The sportsmen of Montana and the sportsmen in general have 
been ignored in this process far too long.  
 
Any proposal in closed-door settlement talks to increase the population goals in the plan will 
depart from both the science and the public debate that went into the plan.  This is one of the 
reasons we feel such negotiations are unwise.  We strongly reiterate that the past behavior of 
some of these groups since the inception of the wolf recovery program suggest further caution in 
attempts at any negotiation with these groups- especially if such an deal is hatched to satisfy 
plaintiffs who shrewdly used a technicality to strike down a Federal decision.  
 
The State of Montana and US Fish and Wildlife Service can do little to ensure that an agreed 
upon settlement will stop future litigation that could once again challenge delisting decisions, state 
management plans or wolf management activities.  Delay tactics, including agreements that are 
not binding on third parties, will not bring resolution to the wolf delisting issue.   Nor will it provide 
a stable and lasting solution to return wolf populations to state wildlife management as was 
promised when wolves were originally re-introduced in Montana. The state of Montana must be 
able to manage all wildlife without further compromise to its authority.  
 
Consider that currently there are at least 12 states in the West and Great Lakes with wolves, all 
seeking the ability to manage wolves by their respective state agencies. Montana runs the risk of 
alienating sportsmen from all over the country who hunt and fish in Montana by electing to seek a 
solution that excludes these other states and sets unwise precedence; these sportsmen are a 
very integral part of the financial model at FWP, which you surely must recognize. We feel that a 
Congressional solution is the best way to ensure management of wolves by the State of Montana 
and all other states across the country and puts an end to the one-sided litigation.  We support 
the bi-partisan efforts of H.R. 6028 co-sponsored by Congressman Chet Edwards (D) Texas and 
Congressman Denny Rehberg (R) Montana which provides a common-sense approach to this 
issue.  We also support a version of the House bill which has been introduced in the US Senate, 
S.B. 3919.  



The science is clear on the recovery of the gray wolf.  RMEF, MDF, SFW and other groups 
cannot support any solution that would: (1) change delisting population thresholds; (2) leave the 
door open to more litigation challenges which could further delay state wolf management; or (3) 
undermine the authority of state fish and game agencies to manage state wolf or other wildlife 
populations. Any legislation or other solutions of this nature should be absolutely non-negotiable. 
Further it is critical that Montana not try to merely solve this issue for the sake of Montana and 
leave all other states behind who currently have wolf issues. It is likely that such a tactic will likely 
end up back in Judge Molloy’s court.  
 
To repeat: The science is clear and wolf delisting thresholds have been met and far exceeded. It 
is time to adhere to the basic wildlife science and principles and cease the hidden agendas of the 
plaintiffs. States must be allowed to manage all game species, nongame species and predators, 
period. We respectfully ask you to abandon a settlement, pursue an appeal of Judge Molloy’s 
decision, and also continue developing new policy alternatives using science and public process.  
Sportsmen and landowners will engage with you enthusiastically and intelligently in any science-
based public process.  
 
We are a coalition of sportsmen groups, agriculture groups and landowners formed to seek a 
firm, permanent resolution to this issue. We fundamentally believe that it is the states that should 
manage wildlife and not the Federal Government.  It is our intention to seek a remedy that will 
address the wolf issue for all states, anything short of that will only result in more litigation and 
more expense for the taxpayers. It is time that the real science and true state management 
process determine how all wildlife is managed in this country.  
 
We respectfully ask that you immediately include us in the process relative to this most important 
issue.  Our contact information is included herewith. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
M. David Allen   Miles Moretti   Ryan Benson 
President & CEO  President & CEO  President 
RMEF    Mule Deer Foundation  Big Game Forever/SFW 
 
 
CC:  
 
Senator Max Baucus 
Senator John Tester 
Congressman Denny Rehberg 
Bob Bergren, MT House Speaker 
Robert Story, MT Senate President 
Cal Groen, Idaho Fish & Game 
Steve Ferrell, Wyoming Game & Fish 


